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News release 
Fight against white spots: Vantage Towers deploys over 190 non-permanent 
sites in Germany in 2022 
 

 Fast solutions for fast connections: non-permanent sites as a temporary solution until 
stationary radio towers are connected to the grid 

 Lower Saxony and Saarland building regulations enable fast and unbureaucratic rollout 
 Olaf Lies, Lower Saxony's Digitization Minister: “Thanks to this solution, many areas in 

Lower Saxony are already covered today where they would otherwise only be in two years' 
time.” 
 

Düsseldorf, 14 December 2022 – On its way to providing the population with the most 
comprehensive mobile radio coverage possible, the tower operator Vantage Towers has set up 
more than 190 non-permanent sites across Germany in 2022 on behalf of Vodafone. This will 
bridge the time until the construction and commissioning of permanent towers. Due to the 
difficult search for suitable locations, opposing citizens' initiatives, lengthy approval procedures, 
supply shortages and overburdened construction companies, it sometimes takes many months 
to several years in Germany until a permanent tower can be erected. The mobile solutions 
provide a quick solution and thus the basis for a digital transformation in Germany in which all 
citizens can participate - especially in rural areas.  

Thanks to the amended building codes in the states of Lower Saxony and Saarland, the 
commissioning of a mobile mast in these federal states is particularly quick and without 
complications: as soon as a suitable plot of land is found, all that is needed when setting up the 
mobile unit is to inform the municipality and notify the responsible building authority. A building 
application and permit are not required for the temporary solution. The approval process for the 
construction of a permanent site usually runs in parallel.  

Christian Sommer, Board Member at Vantage Towers: "Lower Saxony and Saarland have 
recognised the problem of the complex expansion of digital infrastructure. The exemption from 
approval of non-permanent sites in their building codes is a clear commitment to the rapid 
expansion of mobile communications. I am pleased that our company was able to place over 190 
mobile units this year. It was an immense effort for us, but with a high impact: around half a 
million people now have a network for the first time as a result and can benefit from the many 
advantages of digitalisation. We hope that many more federal states will follow the example of 
Lower Saxony and Saarland." 

Olaf Lies, Lower Saxony's Digitization Minister: “In Lower Saxony, the rapid expansion of the 
digital infrastructure is a top priority. This is also why we have created considerable 
simplifications for mobile antenna systems via the permit exemption. Thanks to this solution, 
many areas in Lower Saxony are already covered today where they would otherwise only be in 
two years' time. At the same time, we are also relieving our heavily burdened licensing 
authorities. We will therefore continue to rely on progressive and creative solutions to offer 
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tower operators the best conditions for the fastest possible expansion of mobile networks in 
Lower Saxony." 

In countries such as Portugal, the building permit for permanent radio towers is deemed to have 
been granted after 30 days if the relevant authority has not commented on it by then.  

Before a new base station can go into operation in Germany, tower operators must take many 
things into account: In order to meet the requirements of the radio network planning of the 
mobile network operators, for example, the location, topography, surrounding buildings as well 
as building law requirements play a major role in the search for new properties. After a suitable 
plot of land has been contractually secured, the plans are coordinated with the respective 
municipality and the responsible building authority. Once all open points have been clarified, the 
properties usually have to be appropriately upgraded and access routes for the installation 
activities have to be ensured. In addition, new power lines usually have to be laid or temporary 
back-up power supply systems have to be provided. Furthermore, all new sites go through a 
lengthy building permit process before construction can begin. After the mast has been 
successfully erected, it usually takes a few more weeks for the mobile network operators to 
integrate the active equipment into the existing network. 

In order to be able to lease space for new sites, Vantage Towers relies on cooperation with 
property owners and municipalities.  Private as well as public landlords usually benefit twice: On 
the one hand, they contribute to an improved regional mobile phone coverage. On the other 
hand, they enter into a long-term partnership with attractive rental income or can achieve a good 
purchase price for their previously unused space. Vacant spaces can be offered as antenna sites 
in just a few steps via our contact form. 

 
About Vantage Towers 

Vantage Towers is a leading tower company in Europe with around 83,000 sites in ten countries, 
connecting people, businesses and devices in cities and rural areas.  

The company was founded in 2020 and is headquartered in Düsseldorf. Vantage Towers has 
been listed on the Deutsche Börse’s Prime Standard in Frankfurt since 18 March 2021. The shares 
are included in the MDAX, TecDAX, STOXX Europe 600 and FTSE Global Midcap Indices. 

Vantage Towers’ portfolio includes towers, masts, rooftop sites, distributed antenna systems 
(DAS) and small cells. By building, operating and leasing this infrastructure to MNOs or other 
network providers such as IoT companies or utilities, Vantage Towers is making a significant 
contribution to a better connected Europe.  

While already 100% of the electricity that Vantage Towers uses to operate its infrastructure is 
obtained from renewable energy sources, green energy is increasingly being generated directly 
on site with the help of solar panels, micro wind turbines and in future also hydrogen solutions. 
This fits well into the overall strategy of the company to drive a sustainable digitalisation in 
Europe and to support partners through technological innovation in decarbonisation and 
achieving their climate goals. For more information, please visit our website at 
https://www.vantagetowers.com/en, follow us on Twitter at @VantageTowers or connect with 
us on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/company/vantagetowers. 


